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Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of

incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13 But the
angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth
will bear you a son, and you are to call him John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and
many will rejoice because of his birth,15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never
to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is
born. 16 He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And he will
go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their
children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared
for the Lord.”

18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? | am an old man and my wife is well
along in years.”

19 The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. | stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to
speak to you and to tell you this good news. 20 And now you will be silent and not able to
speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at
their appointed time.

The Birth of John the Baptist

57 When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. 58 Her neighbors
and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy.

59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him after
his father Zechariah, 60 but his mother spoke up and said, “No! He is to be called John.”

61 They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who has that name.”62 Then they
made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name the child. 63 He asked for a
writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, “His name is John.” 64 Immediately his
mouth was opened and his tongue set free, and he began to speak, praising God. 65 All the
neighbors were filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people were talking
about all these things. 66 Everyone who heard this wondered about it, asking, “What then is this
child going to be?”” For the Lord’s hand was with him.

Sermon Scripture: Mark 14:17-42

17 When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. 18 While they were reclining at the table
eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me—one who is eating with me.”



19 They were saddened, and one by one they said to him, “Surely you don’t mean me?”

20 “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who dips bread into the bowl with me. 21 The Son
of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man!
It would be better for him if he had not been born.”

22 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave
it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.”

23 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and they all drank
from it.

24 “This is my blood of the[a] covenant, which is poured out for many,”he said to
them. 25 “Truly I tell you, I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until that day when I
drink it new in the kingdom of God.”

26 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial

27 “You will all fall away,” Jesus told them, “for it is written:“‘I will strike the shepherd, and
the sheep will be scattered.’[b]28 But after | have risen, | will go ahead of you into

Galilee.”29 Peter declared, “Even if all fall away, I will not.”30 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus
answered, “today—Yes, tonight—Dbefore the rooster crows twice[c] you yourself will disown me
three times.”31 But Peter insisted emphatically, “Even if I have to die with you, | will never
disown you.” And all the others said the same.Gethsemane

32 They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, “Sit here while I
pray.” 33 He took Peter, James and Johnalong with him, and he began to be deeply distressed
and troubled.34 “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death,” he said to
them. “Stay here and keep watch.”

35 Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass
from him. 36 “Abba,[d] Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me.
Yet not what I will, but what you will.”

37 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Simon,” he said to Peter, “are you
asleep? Couldn’t you keep watch for one hour? 38 Watch and pray so that you will not fall into
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

Theme- We all struggle with faith, but if we are anointed by God, how do we live faithfully?
How do we live out our calling with faith?



